
A simple guide
to images
RESOLUTION – PRINT VS WEB
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WHAT DOES
‘IMAGE RESOLUTION’ MEAN?

The resolution of an image refers to 
the density of pixels (or printed 
dots). The higher the resolution, the 
denser or sharper the image. If the 
resolution is lowered, the image 
can appear blurred or pixelated, 
especially when ‘blown up’.

When you have a choice of image sizes at your disposal, it’s best to go for the largest 
image you can get. Any image can be made be smaller as needed, but it can’t be made 
bigger without losing quality

PRINT
For print, the standard is 300 DPI (dots per inch).
This gives the sharpest version of the image, 
so that when it’s printed, it’s as clear as the 

moment it was taken.
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WEB
For web, the standard is 72 PPI (pixels per inch).
This gives an acceptable version of the image. 
Any bigger and it would affect the loading 

speed of a website
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WHAT IS
THE BEST RESOLUTION?

When designing a brochure or website, we are often sent a tiny JPEG image or asked to ‘grab it off 
the web’. Such images don’t work because the resolution is too small (there’s also a chance that 
they’re infringing copyright, but more about that later).
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WHAT SHOULD
YOU DO?
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